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N H 
REMONSTRANCE 
TO THE HIGH COURT 

of Parliament. 


Moſt Honourable Lords, 


And yee the Knights, Citizens and 
Burgefles, of che Honourable 
Honſe of Commons ; 


QA ST the world ſhould 
= think the Preſſe had of 
> late forgot to ſpeake 

23 any language orher 

$ then Libellous, this 


= = "EZ * 


- 


honeſt paper hath: brokerythrongh the 
throng, and: preftrates it ſelfe before 
A3 you : 


An humble Remonftrance. 


——— — ——a 


ou: How meanly loever, and unat- 
rended, it preſents it ſelfe to your view, 
yet it comes to you on a great errand, 
as the faithfull Meſſenger of all the 
peaceable and right-affected ſonnes of 
the Church. of England, and in their 
names, humbly craves a gracious ad- 
mitrance : Had it regarded the pomp 
and oftentation of names, it might 
have gloried in a train paſt number , 
It is but a poore ſtock that may be 
counted ; Millions of hands ( if that 
rumultuary, and under-hand way- of 
procured ſubſcriptions could have rea- 
ſon to hope for favour in your eyes) 
{hall ar your leaſt Command, give at- 
teſtation to that , which this {crol! 
doth in their names humbly tender 
unto you. 


+ 


Yeare now happily (through Gods 
bleſsing) met in a much-longed-for 


Parli- 
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Parliament; It were but a narrow 
word to ſay that the eyes of all us the 
good Subjects of the whole Realme 
are fixed upon your ſucceſle; Certain- 
ly there are not more eyes in theſe three 
intereſled Kingdomes, then are now 
bent upon you; yea all the neighbour 
Churches and Kingdomes, if I ma 
not ſay the whole Chriſtian world , 
and, no {mall part beyond it, look 
wiſhly upon your faces, and with 
ſtretched-out necks gaze ar the iflue of 
your great Meeting ; Neither doubt 
wee but ſince Soveraigne Authority 
hath for this purpoſe both ſummo- 
ned, and actuated you, you will not 
faile to produce ſomething worthy of 
fo high an expectation. 


Yee are the Sanctuary, whereto 
now every man flees, whether really, 
or preteridedly diſtreſſed ; Even a 
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bab or Adonyjah will bee allo taking 
hold of the hornes of the Altar : Your 
noble wiledomes know how to di- 

 Ringuiſh of men and actions, and 
your inviolable juſtice knowes to 
award each his owne. 


Many things there are doubtleſſe, 
which you finde worthy of a {eaſona- 
ble reformation, both in Church and 

| State. Neither can it be otherwiſe, but #£ 
'q that ina pamperd full body, diſcaſes 
| will grow through reſt. Ponds that 
| are ſeldome {coured will eaſily gather 
mud , metals, ruſt; and thoſe patients 
that have inured themlelves to a ſer 
courſe of medicinall evacuations, if 
they intermit their {prings and falls, 
fall into. feverous diſtempers ; Not, 
that ſupreme, and immediately-{ubor- 
dinate Authority hath in the meane 
time been wanting to its charge : 
Surely, 
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Surely, unleſſle wee would ſuppoſe 
Princes to be Gods, wee cannot think 
they can know all chings : Ot necelsi- 
ty they mult look with others eyes.,and 
heare with others eares, and be infor- 
med by others tongues, and act by 
others hands. and w hen all is done, 
even the molt regular, and caretully 
inquiſitive State 1s not tike the C—_ 
from whole light and hear nothing 1 a 


hid. 


It cannot beexpected that thole con- 
{tcHatiens which atrend the Southerne 
Pole, ſhould take view of our Hemi- 
ſphere, or intermixe thetr influences 
with thole above our heads : Every 
agent 1s required, and allowed © Work 
within the compalle of its own activi 
nie :. Yee therefore, who by the bene- 


hr of your dijper| od habitations , enjoy 


the advantage of having the whok 
B King 
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Kingdeik, _ all the corners of it 
within your eies, may both clearly ſee 
all thoſe enormities, wherewith any 
part is infelted, cunknown to remoter 
intelligence )and can beit judge to ap- 
ply meet remedies Ws. Neither 
can it be, but that thole etes of yours, 
which have been privately vigilant, 
within the places of your feverall 
abodes, muſt needs (not withour 
much regret ) in this your publique 
Meeting, take notice of the miſerable 
diſorders of ſo many vicious and mil- 
affected perions, as have thruſt them- 


{elves upon your cognizance. 


Whiles the' Orthodoxe part in 
this whole Realme , hath (to the 
praiſe of their paience) been quietly 
tilent, as lecurely conicious of their 
own right, and innocence, how many 
furious and malignant ſpirits every 

where 
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Je OR "90 burlt folk into {clande- 


rous Libels, bitter Palquines, railing 


Pamphlets? (under which more Preſles 
then one have groaned ) wherein they 
have indeavoured , through rhe fides 
of ſome mitliked perſons, to wound 
that ſacred Government, which(by the 
- Joynt-confelsion of all reformed D!: 

vines) derives it ſelfe from the times 
ot the bleſled Apoſtles, without any 
interruption, (without the contradict- 
on of any one Congregation 11 the 
Chriſtian world ) unto this prelent 
age: Wherein, as. no doubt their 
lewd boldneſle hath been extremely 
offenſive to your wiledomes, and pie- 

ty, lo may it pleaſe you to check this 
daring and miſ- grounded inlolence of 
thele Libellers, and by lome {peedy 
Declaration to let the world know, 
how much you deteſt this their mali- 
cious, or ignorant preſumption ; and 
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| | by ſome needtull Actto pur a prefent 
| reſtraint upon the wilde and lawleſle 
| courles of all their tactious combina- 
f tions abroad , and cnterprites of this 
j kinde. 


And if yow' finde it palie tor one of 

the maine aceulations againſt tome 

| oreat perſons, now queſtioned betore 
; you, that they endeavoured co alter the 
| torme of the eſtabliſhed government 
of the Common-wealth ; how can 
n theſe Pamphlerers leem worthy of but 
| an eaſe cenſure, which combine 
R---- their counſels and practiles, tor the 
jt .changing of the ſerled form of the go- 
vernment of the. Church ? Since, if 
Antiquity may be the rule, the civil 
Politie hath ſometimes yaried, the 1{a- 
cred, never; And it originall Authori- 
ty may carry it; that came from arb1- 
| trary 1impolers, this, from men inſp1- 


[1 red. 
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red; ys from cms an unqueſtio- 
nablle clearneſle derived to us :- And it 
thole be branded tor Incendzaries . 
which are taxed of attempring to in- 
rroduce new tormes of adminiſtrati- 
on, and rules of Divine worthip into 
our neighbour Church, how {hal} 
thoſe boute-feux of ours eſcape, thar ot- 
terto doe thele othces to our ovwne 7 
the ſeverall, and daily variable projects 
whereof, are not vorthy of your 
know ledoe, or our confturatron: Let 
me have leaveto inſtance in two, the 
prime ſubjects ot their quarrel, and 
contradiction ; Leitourgie , and Ep1- 
[copacy. 

The Liurgte of the Church of Fr 
land hath been hitherto eſteemed 1h 
cred. reverently ule _ holy Martyrs, 


daily frequented b 7 devout Prote 
frants, as that, Wiicn nore then ON oC 


p 
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hath been allowed and confirmed by 
the Edicts of religious Princes, and by 
your own Parhamentary Adts. and 
bur lately, being tranilared into other 
Languages, hath been entertained 
abroad, with the great applauſe of tor- 
raigne Divines and Churches, Yet , 

now, begins to compl. 2in of ſcorn at 
hone The Macter is quarrelled by 
ſome, the Form by others, the Ule of it 
by both : That which was never be- 
fore heard of in the Church of God, 
whether Jewith, or Chriſtian, the ve- 
ry preleription of the moſt holy devo- 
tion offendeth. Surely, our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, and his gracious Fore-runner, 
were lo farre from this new Divinitie, 
as that they plainly raught chat, which 
thele men gain- lay; a ys ſores of 
prayer; and ſuch, as thar part of the 
trame preſcribed by our Saviour, was 
compoled of the tormes of Jevoriois 


then 
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then formerly uluall,; And Gods peo- 
ple. ever ſince Moſes his daies, con- 
{tantly practiſed | it, and Putt ov er un- 
to the times- of the Goſpel; under 
which, whiles it 1s laid that Peter and 
John went up. to the Temple at the 
ninth houre of prayer , we Know the 
prayer wherewith they joyned was 
not of an extemporary , and {udden 
conception, but of a regular preſcripti- 
on ; the formes wher cal are yet extant, 
and ready to be produced ; And the 
Euangelicall Church, ever fince 

thought it could never berter i improve 
her peace,and happineſle, then in com- 


: poling thole religious models of invo- 


cation and chanktviving ; which they 
have traduced unto us: And can ye 
then wich patience think, that an ly in- 
venuous Chriſtian ſhould be fo tarre 


mil. tranſported , as to condemne 2 - 


good prayer, be@ule, as nK 18 in his 


heart. 
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heart: "IE it 15 In his bock too ? Far be ir 
from me to diſhearten any good Chri- 
(tian trom the ule of conceived prayer, 

in his private devotions ; and upon oc- 
caſion allo, inthe publique, I would 
hate ro be ouilry of pouring ſo much 
water upon the {pirit, tro which [ ſhall 
gladly ad de oyle rather ; No, let che 
full ſoule freely pourc our it (elf in'gra- 
C10US exprel$ions of its holy thoughts, 

into the bolome of the Almighty : Let 
both the ludden Hlathes of our quick 
ejaculations, and the conſtant flames 
of our more hxed COnceptions mount 
up from the altar of a zealous heart, 

unto the throne ot Grace; and if there 
be lome ſtops or Gleciſmesin the ter- 
vent utterance of our private wants, 

theſe are lo far tro being offenſive that 


they are the moſt pleating muſique ro 


the cares of that God, unto whom our 
prayers come : Le: them be broken of 
with 
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with ſobs, and ſighes, and i incongrui- 
ties of our delivery, our good God 15 
no otherwile affected to this impertect 
elocution, then an indulgent Parent is 
tothe clipped, and broken language of 
his deare childe, which is more de- 
lighttull to him then any others 
{mooth Oratory ; This is not to be op- 
poſed in another, by any man that hath 
found the true operation of this grace 
in himſelfe : Butin the meane time, 


| lerthe publique formes of the Greed 


Church-Lirurgjie have its due honour ; 
Letthis, by the power of your Autho- 
ritie be re-inforced, as that which be- 
ing ſelected, 'our of ancient models, 
(not Romane,but Chriſtian) and con- 


txived by the holy Martyrs, and Con-_ 


feſſors of the bleſſed Reformation of 
Religion, hath received abundant {up- 
ply of ſtrength, both trom the zealous 
recommendation of toure moſt relig1- 

G ous 
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ous Princes, and your own moſt firme 
and peremptory eltabliſhment,' A- 
mongſt which powertull induce- 
ments, that is worthy - of no ſleight 
conſideration, which I humbly tender 
unto you, from the judgement of the 
learnedſt King that ever ſate upon this 
Throne, or (as I verily think) tince So- 
lomons time , upon any other; King 
lames of bleſſed memory, who (how- 
ever miſ-alledged by 1ome, as letting 
fall diſgracefull ſpeeches concerning 
this ſubject) after a ſolemne hearing 
of thoſe exceptions, which were taken 
by ſome againſt this open forme of 
Common-prayer, (as it 1s called in 
Queen Elizabeths Act tor uniformity ,) 
ſhuts up in-his Proclamation given at 
Weſtminfter, the fifth of March, in the 
firſt yeare of his raigne, with theſe 


« words; And laſt of all, We admoniſh 
«« all men.that hereafter they ſhall nor ex- 


pect 
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pet or attempt any farther alteration 
into the Common and publike forme * 
of Gods lervice, from this, which is * 
now eſtabliſhed; For that, neulicr will © 
Wegive way toany, to preſume, that ** 
Our own judgementhaving determi- 
ned in a matter of this weight, thall be 
Iwzyed to alteration, by the frivolous 
ſuggeſtion of any lighe {pirit; Neither 
are We ignorant of the inconveniences © 
that doe ariſe in Government, by ad- 
mitttng innovation in things once ler- 
led by mature deliberation: And how 
necellary it is to uſe conſtancy in the 
upholding of the publique determina- 
tions of States ; for that luch is the un- *: 
uierneſſe and unſtedfaſtneſſe ot ſome © 
diſpoſitions, affecting every yeare new © 
formes of things, as, af they ſhould be © 


CC 


followed in their unconſtancie wouid © 


make all actions of State, ridiculous © 


and contemptible , vwhaemas the ited- © 
C2 faſt © 
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« faſt maintaining of things, by good 
« 1dvile eftabliſhed, is the weale of all 


© Common-wealths. 


Thus, that great Oracle of Wiſe- 
dome, and Learning, whom l beſeech 
you ſuppole, that you ſtiltheare dire- 
ing this prudent and religious adviſe 
ro your preſent cares; and conſider 
how requiſite it is for you, out of the 
reaſon both of State, and pietie, to reſt 
in that his ſound, and exquiſite judge- 
ment. As for thole particularities of 
exceptions which have been taken by 
ſome at certain paſſages of that Book, 
they have morethen once received full 
latisfaction, by other. pens : Let me 
onely ſay thus much; "That were the 
Readers butas charitable, as the Con- 
trivers were religiouſly devout; thoſe 
quarrels had either never been raiſed, 


.or had ſoone died, alone: Oh ſuffer 


nor 


, 


* 
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notthen, I beſeech you, this holy form : 


of Gods Service, to be expoled to the 
proud contempt of ignorant, and il[- 
affected perſons, maintain, and beare 
up the pious acts of your godly prede- 
ceſlors, yea, make good your owne : 


And if our holy Martyrs heretofore 


went to heaven wth a. Litany in their 
mouth, Let not an ill adviſed new- 
fangleneſle be {uffered to pur ſcorn up- 


on that, wherein they thought them- 
lcelves happy. 


As for that forme of Ept{copall Go- 
vernment, which hath hitherto obtai- 
ned in the Church of God, Iconteſke, 
Iam confounded in my lelfe, to heare 
with what unjuſt clamours, it 15 cried 
down abroad, by either weak, or ta- 
Ctious perſons, of either, or both 
which, I may well take up that word 
of our Saviour, Father forgive them, for 


C 3 they 
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they know not what they doe : Surely,could 
chole look with my cies , they would 


lee caule to be thoroughly alhamed of 


this their injurious mil-conceit, and 
{ſhould be forced to conteſle,thar never 
any good cauſe had more realon to 
complain of a wrongtull proſecution ; 
Were this Ordinance meerly humane, 
and ecclefiaſticall , if there could no 
more be ſaid for it, but thar it 15 excee- 
ding ancient, of morethen 1500 yeares 
ſtanding, and thar it hath contigued in 
this Hand, fince the firlt plantation of 
the Goſpel, to this preſent day, without 
contradiction : A man would think 
this were enough plea to challenge a 
reverent relpect, and an Immunity 
from all thoughts of alteration ; For, 
even nature it lelfe teaches us to rite up 
before the hoare-head; and hath 
wrought in us a ſecret honour, even to 
the very outward gravity of age; and 

ju{t 


oh. 
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; iuſt policic teaches us,notealily to give 
way to the change of thoſe chings S, 
which long ule, and many Lawes 
have firmly eſtabliſhed, as necelſary,or 


benenciall. 


Yea, the wiſedome ot the ancient 


Grecians went lo farre; as to forbid the: 


removall of a well ſetled evill, But, it 
religion teach us better things, and tell 
us, that nothing morally evill, can be 
letled well: and being, however, {et- 
led, had the more need to be after 00 
long delay) removed ; Yet right rea- 
{on, and found experience informe us, 
that things indiflcrent, or good, having 
been by continuance, and generall ap- 
probation well roorel in Ehurch, or 
State ; may not upon light grounds be 
pulled up : Bur, this holy calling tet- 

ches its pedegree higher, even from no 


lefle,then Apoſtelicall ; ( and therefore, 


n 
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 intharright, Divine) inſticution, For, 


alchough thoſe things which the 
Founders and prime Governours of 
the Euangelicall Church did, as men, 
went no further then their own per- 
ſons, yet, whatthey did as Apoſttes, is 
of an higher and more ſacred confide- 
ration ; and jif as Apoſtolike men, they 
did,upon occaſion,enact ſome tempo- 
rary things, which were to die with, or 
betorechem, yet, thoſe things which 
they ordained for the ſucceeding ad- 
miniſtration of the Church which 
they ſhould leave behinde them, in all 
efſentiall matters, can be no otherwiſe 
conſtrued, then as exemplary, and per- 
petuall. 


Now if to this Text, we ſhall adde 
the undoubted Commentary of the 
Apoſtles own practiſes, and to this 
Commentary , we ſhall ſuper-adde 

the 
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the unqueſtionableg olofle of the cleare 
practile of their immediate ſucceſſors, 
in this adminiſtration, continued in 
Chrilts Church to this very day ; - What 
ſcruple can remain in any ingenuous 
heart ? bur, jt any one reſolve to conti- 
nue unſatisfied in {pighrt of reaſon, 
and all evidence of hiſtory, and will 
wiltully ſhut his cies, with a purp 
notto lee the light, that man 1s paſt my 
cure, and almoſt my pity : The good 
Cad of heaven be mercifullto luch a 
miſ-zealous obſtinacy : Certainly, ex- 
cept all hiſtories, all Authors faile us, 
nothing can be more plain then this 
truth ; "Our of them, wecan, and doe 
ſhew, on whom the Apoſtles of Chriſt 
laid their hands, with an acknow- 
ledgementand conveyance 0 of Impari 
ty and Juriſdiction ; we thew what 
Biſhops lo ordained lived in the times 


of the Apoſyes; and ſucceeded each 
D other. 


t—— 
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ater. in their ſeverall charges, under 


the cies and hands of the then living 
Apoſtles, We ſhew who 1mmediate- 
ly lucceeded thole immediate {uccel- 
{ors, in their leverall Sees, throughout 
all the regions of the Chriſtian 
Church ; and deduce their unimer- 


rupted Lis through all the following 


ages, to this preſent day ; And if there 


Can be better evidence under heaven, 
tor any matrer of fact, (and in this 
caule, matter ©: iact lo derived, evin- 
ceth mirter of right) let Epilcopacy be 
for ever abandoned out of Gods 
Church , Bur it thele be ( as they are) 
certain and irrefragable ; Alas, what 
ſtrange tury poſleſlerh the minds of ig- 
norant, unſtable men, that they ſhould 
thus headi ly defire, and ſue to ſhake off 
lo lacred, and well grounded an Inſti- 
tion ! 


But 
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Bur [ hear whart they lay; It is not the 
office of Epilcopacy that dilpleales, bur 
the quality: The Apoſtles Biſhops,and 
ours, Were two, 'Theirs was no other 
then a parochial] Paſtor, a preaching 
Presbyrer without inequalitie, without 
any rule over his brethren;Ours claims 
an eminent ſuperiority, whether in a 
diſtinct order, or degree; and a power 
of Ordination, Juriſdiction, unknown 

"* tothe Primitive times. Alas, alas, how 
g00d people may be abuled by mil- 
information ! Heare,l beleech you,the 
words of truth and conhdence; If our 
Biſhops challenge any other {piricuall 
power, then was by Apoſtolique Au- 
thority delegated unto, and required 
of Timothy,and Titus, and the Angels of 
the ſeven Aſian Churches, (ſome 
whereof are know1Tto us by name) 
let them be diſclaimed as ulurpers , 
and if we doe not ſhew, out of the ge- 

; <a nuine 
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nuine and undeniable writings of 
thole holy men, which lived both in 
the trmes of the Apoſtles and fome 
yeares after them, and converſed with 
them , as their bleſſed fellow-labou- 
rers, a i cleare and received diſtinction, 
both of the names and oihces of the 
Biſhops, Presbyters, and Deacons, as 
three diſtinct lubordinare Callings, in 
Gods Church, with an evident ſpecth- 

cation of the duty and charge belon- 
ging tocach of them ; Let this claimed 
Hierarchy, be for ever hooted out of 
the Church : And if the bounty of 
religious Princes have thought meer 


tO Orace this {acred function , wich 
{orne accelston of titles, and mainte- 
nance; far be it fromus tothiak, that 
the ſubſtanceandeſſentiall parts of that 
Calling is ought impaired, or altered, 
by ſuch gracious munihcence And, 


uchough (as the world goes) theſe ho- 


nNOIS 


Y 0” 
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Nors cannot Lets the contempr of 
thole eminent places; and that por- 
fon (which is now made hereditary 
co the Church) cannot, inthe moſt of 
theſe dignities, ( after all deductions ) 
| boalt ct any luperfiuity, yet ({uch as 
they are)it any man have to little grace, 
and power of ſelfe- TOVErNMENt, AS tO 
be puffed up with pr ride Or tran (por ted 
tro an immoderation 1n the ule of thele 
adventitious favours ; the fn 1s perlo- 
nall, the calling free ; which may be, 
and 1s managed by others, w w all 
humble fociableneſle, holpicall truga- 
lity, con{ctonable improvement of all 
meanes and opportunities to the good 


of Gods Church. 


I may nor yet difſemble, that, whiles 
we plead the divine right of Epit-opa- 
cy, a double {candall is 'raken, by men, 
.otherwile not unjudicious, and calt 


D J Upon 
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upon us from the uſuall ſuggeſgions of 
(ome late Pamphleters; The one, that 
we have delerced our forrgerTenet, not 
withour the great prejudice of Sove- 
rajignty ; for, whereas we were wontto 
acknowledge the deriving of our Te- 
nure, as in fee, from the beneticent 
hand of Kings, and Princes; now as 
either proudly, or ungratefully caſting 
off that juſt dependence, and behol- 
dingneſle,we ttand upon the claime of 
our Epiſcopacy, from a divine Origi- 
nall; The other,that, whiles we labour 
to defend the Divine right of our Epi- 
icopacy, we ſeeme to calt a dangerous 
imputation upon thole Reformed 
Churches, which want that Govern- 


ment ; Both which, muit be ſhortly 
cleared. 


The former had never been found 
worth objecting, it men had wilely 
learned 


— 
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learned to conſider, how little incom- 
patibleneſle there 1s in this cafe, of Gods 
A&, and the Kings ;both of them have 
their proper objec, and extent : The 
office is from God: ; theplace, and ſta- 
ton, and power, w herein that ofhce 15 
exerciſed, is from the King. it 15 the 
King that gives the Biſhoprick, 1t 1s 
Ged. that makes the Biſhop, Where 


was itever heard of, that a Soveraigne - 


Prince claimed the power of ordai- 
ning a Paſtor inthe Church? this is de- 
rived from none, bur {pirituall hands : 
On the other {1de, who but Princes 
can take upon. them, to have power to 
erect, and diipoſe of Epiſcopall Sees, 
within their own Domimions+ It 15 
wath a King, and a Biſhop, 45 Witlithe 
Patron, and the Incurall Dent : The Pa: 
tron gives the Benefice to his Clerk, 
bur pretends not to give - him Orders , 
That this man 1s a Miniſter, he hath 

trom 
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from his Ojenalin that he is Benefi- 


ced, he hath trom his Patron; Whiles 


| the acknowledgeth hisOrders from che , 


Reverend hands of his Biſhop , doth 
he derogate ought from the bounty of 


'a Patrons free preſe entation ? Ne other- 
wile 15 it with E pilcopacy ; - Which 


thankfully profeſles ro hold at once 


. from God and the King, Its calling, 


of God, its place andexercile of Juril- 
diction, ofthe King : And, it it be ob- 

jected, that both ſome former, and 
Modern Divines, both abroad. and at 
home , borrowing S. leromes phraſe, 

have held the luperiority of Biſhops 
over Presbyrters, to be grounded rather 
upon the cultome of the Church, then 
any appointment of Chriſt, I muſt an- 
iwer; Firſt, that we cannot preſcribe 
ro other mens thoughts . when all 1s 
iaid, men will cake liberty, ( and who 
can bender it ') 0 abound in their 


OVUn 
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own lenle : Burt ſecondly, it they thail | 
grant (as they ſhall be forced) that this. 
cultome was of the Church Apoſtoli 
call, and hadits riſe, with the know. 
ledge, approbarion, practile of thole 

-inlpired Legares of Chriſt, and was 
from their very hands recommended 
ro the then preſent, and ſubſequent 
Church, for continuance, there 1s no 
iuch great diſſonance in the opinions, 
as may be worthy of a quarrell. 


Theſecond, is intended to raile en- 
vy againſt us, as the uncharitable cen- 
{urers, and condemners of thole Re- 
formed Churches abroad, which dit- 
ter from our Government : Wherein, 
wedo juſtly complain of a iclanderous 
aſperſion caſt upon us; We love and 
honour thole Siſter- Churches, as the 
dear Spoule of Chriſt, we bleſſe God 
forthem; and we doc hearaly with 

E.4 : unto 
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unco them that happineſſe inthe part- 
ner{hip of our adminiſtration, which, 
I doubt not, but they doe no leſle lene 


_ rily with unto themſelves. 


Good words, you will perhaps lay, 


"but what 1s all hs f taire complement, 


if our act condemne them, if our very 


Tenet exclude them ? tor, if Epilcopa- 


cy ſtand by Divine right, what be- 
comes of thoſe Churches that want it ? 
Malice and Ignorance are met toge- 


"ther in this unjuſt aggravation : Firlt, 


our poſition is onely athrmative , im- 
plying the juſtihableneſſe, and holi- 
nelle of an Epilcopall calling, without 
any turther implication : . Next, when 
we ſpeak of Divine right, we meane 
not an expreſle Law of God,requiring 
ic upon the abſolute necelsiry of the be- 
ing of a Church(what hinderances lo- 


ever may interpole) bur a Nivine inſti- 
| rution, 


On 
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cution, warranting it Where 1t15, and 
requiring it W here it may be had. Eve- 
ry Church cherefore, which is capable 
of this forme of Gol ernment, both 
, _ 
may, and ought to affect ir, as thar, 
which 1s, with lo much Authority de; 
rived Groen the Apottles, to the w hole 
body of the Church upon earth ; bur, 
choſe particular Churches, ro whom 
this power and faculty 1s denied, lole 
nothing of the true eflence of a 
Church, chough they mille lomething 
of their glory and pertection, wher eo 
they are barred by the necelsiry of their 
condition ; Neither are liable to any 
more impuration, in their credit, and 


elteeme, then an honeſt, frugall, "I 


ous T enant who.norw ich banding the 
profer of all oblequious lervices,is tied 
to the limitations and termes of an 
hard Landlord. But lo much we have 


realon to know, of the judgement oft 


/ 
j 
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the neighbour Charches: SPY "8U fa. 
mous Pivines, thar, if they might 


ay hope to live ſo long, as to leea tull 
i | freedome of option tendred unto 
TH them, by Soveraigne Authority, with 


all ſutable conditions, they would 
molt gladly embrace is our forme of 
Government ; which differs little from 
their owne, ſave, in the perpetuity of 
their ( aeaprna, or) Moderator-ſhip, 
and the excluſion of that Lay-Presby- 


terie, which never, till this age, had 
footing, inthe Chriſtian Church. 


Neither would we deſireto choole 
| | anyother Judges of our calling, and 


bbs the g olorious eminence of our Church, 


&ivsPre- 1o governed, then the famous Profel. 


hag, {ors of Gmeva itlelfe; Learned Lefins 
oe 


£::(-.6; D;- for a Civilian, and for a Divine, Frede- 
_ - Ks FIC Spanhemins , the now ———d 
01, #Hlk 

| Paſtor, and Reader of Diyinitie in Ge- 


neva 
I 


33 
neva; who in his Dedicatory Epiltle 
before the third Partot his Dubia Euan- Obverſarut 


; | mih1 crebro 
geltca,to the incomparable grata iſta Ecclefiarum ve- 


Lord Primate of Ireland , {trarum facies, iſtainÞub- 


| | licts pieratis exercitiis reve- 
doth zealoully applaud, jo te. 


and congratulate UnNtOUsS, Er quamvis omnia ill reo- 


the ha &(as he concei- ©? abundent przfult bus e- 
p PP)» n " ruditilfimis 3 & Theoloe1is 


veth) flouriſhing eſtate of @mmis, &c. 

our Church , under this — prolixi noltri erga ec- 
= CC clelias omnes Britanicas 
Government, magnitying ;#.4u;, bes 


the graces of God in the amplifſimos, Paftores fidos, 


Biſhops thereof,and ſhuts &52<5 forentesin Domino 
, {uſpicimus & amolexa- 


up with fervent prayers to mur,&c. 
God for the continuance Q#9 Deo tua temper apud 
. : | vos conftet gloria,Serenifh- 
of the Authority of the mo Regt veltro frm Jus, 
Prelates of theſeChurches. —_— ſua —_—_ 
EB WD. pattoribus ſuns honor , EC- 
Oh then , vx hiles Geneva clei11s veſtris omnibus ſua 
itlelt praiſeth our Govern- ſanctitas, tua rranquillitas, 
| + IAN, &C. Epift. Dedic.2 .Partts 
ment, and God for it, and 5, Erarg ls 162; 
prayes for the happy per- 
petuation of it, let 1t not be ſuffered,that 
any ignorant or ipighttull Sectaries , 
E 3 (hou!d 
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Mould openly in "HY Libels DNF 
and maliciouly brand it, with the 
termes of Unlaw tull, and Ancichriſti- 
n : Your wildomes cannot but have 
found abundant reaſon to hate, and 
(corn this bale and unrealonable {ug- 


* geftion; which would neceſlarily in- 


terre, tharnot Chriſt, 'bur Ancichriſt, 
hach had he full ſway of all Gods 
Church upon earth , for theſe whole 

{1xteen hundred yeares ; A blaſphemy 
which any Chriſtian heart mutt needs 
abhorre, And who that ever hath loo- 
ked into either Books, or men, knows 
not, that the religious Biſhops of all 
times are, and have been they, which 
have ſtr ongly held up the King- 


dome of Chriſt, and the ſincere rack 


of the Golpel, againſt all the wicked 
machinations of Satan, and his Anti- 
chriltt : And even amongſt our owne, 
_ how many of the Reverend,and Lear: 

ned 
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nedFathers of the Chanch. now liy! Ing, 
have ſpent their [pirits, and WOorne Out 
their lives in the powertull oppoſition 
of that Man of fin. Conl1der then I be- 
ſecch you, what a ſhametull injuſtice ir 
iS, 1N theſe bold {clanderers, to = up- 
on thelie zealoully- religious Prelates , 


famous tor their workes ( againſt | 


Rome) in forraigne parts, the guile of 
that, which chey have lo mer rortoutly 
and! con\ incingly oppoled. It this moſt 
juſtdefence may latishe them || ſhal tor 
their lakes rejoyce ; But, it chey thall ei- 
ther with the wiltully-deate Adder 
ſtop their cares, or againſt che light of 
their owne conſciences, (out of private 
relpects) beare up a known error of 
uncharitableneſle, this very paper ſhall 
one day be an evidence avainft them, 


before the dreadful Tribunal of the 
Almighty. 


What 
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Whart ſhould I urge in {ome others, 
the caretull,peaceable paintull, conlci- 
onable managing of their charges, to 
the great glory of God, and comfort of 
his faichfull people? And,jt whiles theſc 
challenge a due reſpect from all well- 
minded Chriſtians, {ome others heare 
ill, (how delervedly,God knows, and 
will in due time manifeſt) yer, why 
ſhould an holy calling ſuffer > why 
{hould rhe faults (if ſuch be) of ſome, 


diffuſe their blameto all ? Farre, far we 


know is this, from the approved inte- 
grity of your noble Juſtice, whiles in 


the mean time, (unleſle your juſt check 
doe {ealonably remedy it) the impetu-_ 
ous and undiſtinguiſhing vulgar are 


. ready (o toinvolveall, as to make in- 


nocence it ſelt a ſin; and (which lam 
amazed to think of ) dare lay, and 
write, The better man, the worſe Biſhop. 


And 
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And now, finceTam faln upon this ſad 
ſubject, give me leave l beleech you, to 
protelle, with how bleeding an heart , I 


heare of the manifold icandals of lome ot 


the inferiour Clergy, preſented to your 
view,from all parts ; It1s the miſery, and 
ſhame of this Church,it they be lo toul as 
they are {uggeſted ; bur,it I durlt preſume 
fo far, I ſhould, in the bowells ot Chriſt, 
beleech you,(upon the finding of lo hate- 
ful enormities)to give me leave to pur you 
in mind, of the charitable example of our 
religious Conſtantine, in the like caſe; you 
cannor dillike (o gracious a patterne; [ 

lead not for their impunity , let them 
(withinthe ſphere of their offence) beare 
their own fin, Bur oh, torbid to haveir 
rold in Gath, or publiſhed in the {treers of 
Aſcalon , Your wiſedomes well lee, under 
what malignant eyes we are, of oppoſite 
SpeRators ; Whar adeath it is, torhink of 
the ſport, and advantage thele warchfull 


enemies will be ſure tro make of our fins, 
| F and 
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and ſhame ? What exprobrations, what 
triumphs of theirs, will hence enſue ? 
Theſe, and all other our cares are now ſe- 
curely caſt upon your exquiſite prudence, 
and goodnelle ; The very mention of our 
feares,whiles ye fit,had necd to crave par- 
don of preſumption ; But withall,to take 
down the inſolence of thole envious In- 
ſulrers, it may pleaſe you to give me leave 
to tell them, thar, however, in ſo nume- 
rous a multitude, there be found ſome 
foully vicious,(as thereis noPomegranate 
wherein-lome grains are not rotten, and 
even in twelve there is one Iudas) yet, up- 
on a juſt ſurvay, it will be found, that no 
one Clergy inthe whole Chriſtian world, 
yeclds lo many eminent Scholars,learned 
Preachers, grave, holy, and accomplithed 
Divines, as this Church of England doth 


at this day; And long, and ever may it 


thus flouriſh, as it ſurely ſhall (through 
Gods bleſsing) whiles the bountifull in- 
couragements of Learning, and ingenu- 

ous 
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ous education are happily continued to it; 
And the more , when thoſe luxurian 
boughes of difordes and debauchedneſſe, 
are through juſt cenſures ſealonably lop- 


ped off. 


But ſtay ; Where are we, or what 15 this 
we ſpeak of,or to whom * Whiles I men- 
tion the Church of England, as thinking i: 
your honour, and my own,to be the pro- 
telled lons of (ucha. Mother, Il am now. 
raughta new Divinity,and biddento ask, 
W hich Church we mean ? My 11 impliciry 
never thought of any more Churches of 
England but one; Now this very dayes- 
wiler diſcovery els us of more; There is 
a Prelaticall Church _ lay) tor one; 
and, which is the other ? Surely it is {0 
young, that as yet,it hath no name ; except 
we ſhall call it indefinitely, as he Jews. 
were wont to {tyle the creature they could 
not abide to mention, T har other thing , 
And whatthing (hal thar be.thinkwe? Let 

P'2 it 
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irbe called, if you pleaſe, the Church An- 


tiprelaticall ; bur leave England out of the 
ſtyle; Letitrakea larger denomination, 
and extend to our friends at Amſterdam, 
and ellewhere,and not be confined to our 
Enzland: Withall letthem be putin mind, 
that they mult yet think of another (ubd1- 
viſion of this diviſion, ſome there are 
(they know) which can be content to ad- 
mitot an orderly ſubordination of leve- 
rallPariſhes to Presbytertes, & tholeagain 
to Synods ; others are all tor a Parochaall 
ablolureneſle, and independence; Yea, 
and of thele, there will be a diviſion, in 


| ſemper diviſubilia, till they come to very 


Atomes : for to which of thole icores of 


| leparated Congregations, knowne to be 


within and abour theſe walls will they be 
joyned ? and how long without a further 
ici{lure > Oh God, where doe men ſtay, 
when they are once palt the true bounds? 
Bur if it be ſo, that the Prelacicall part 
mult needs make up one divident mem- 

her 
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ber of this Engliſh Church; cell me, bre- 
thren, I beleech you, whar: are the ban 
ders of this Church? what the diſtin&tion 
of the Profeſſors and Religion ? and, if 
the clients of the Prelacy, and their adhe- 
rents, (whoſe leverall thouſands are pun 
Aually calculated) be they who make up 
this Prelaticall Church, what grounds of 
faith, what new Creed doe they hold,dit- 
ference trom their neighbours? whar Scrip- 
cures, what Baptilme , what Euchariſt, - 
what Chriſt, what heaven, what meanes 
of lalvation other then the reſt 2 Alas ,my 
brethren, whiles we doe fully agree in all 
theſe,and all other Doctrinall and Practi- 
call points of religion; why will ye be 
lo uncharitable, as by t thele frivolous 
and cauſleſle diviſions, to rend the ſeam- 
leſle coat of Chriſt : Is ita Title,or a Ret. 
nue, or a Ceremony, a garment, or a £0- 
lour, or an Organ-pipe, that can make us 
A different Church, whiles we preach and 


protelle the lame ſaving Fruth, whiles 
F © we 
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wedefire (as you profefle to doe)to walk 
conſcionably with our God according to 
that one rule of the Royall Law of our 
| Maker, whiles we oppole one and the 
ſame common enemy, whiles we untai- 
nedly indeavour to hold the unity of the 
' Spirit in the bond of peace ? Oh conſider, 
[ beleech you in the teare of God, con(1- 
der, whether theſe be the thoughts of the 
ſons of peace, and ſuch as are ſutable to 
the charge, and legacy of our deare Sav1- 
our, and think ſeriouſly from whar {piric 
they proceed ; Forus, we make no diffe- 
rence at all (in the right and intereſt of the 
Church) betwixt Clergy and Laity, be- 
twixt the Clergy and Laity of one parr, 
and another; we are all your true bre- 
thren ; we are one with you, both in heart 
and brain , and hope to meet you inthe 
lame heaven, bur if yee will needs bee 
.otherwiſle minded, we can bur bewaile 
the Churches miſery, and your ſin; and 
{hall beleech God to be mercifull co your 


willing 
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willing and uncharitable ſeparation. 
Howlſoever, | have freed my loule before 
my God, in the conſcience of this juſt ex- 


oſtulation, and faichfull advile. 


What remains,but that I poure out my 
heart in my fervent, and dayly prayers to 
the Father of all mercies, that it would 

leaſe him to inſpire thisGrear Counlell, 
witch all wiledome trom above. and 
crown this great meeting with the blel. 
ſing of all happy lucceſle,ſo as it may pro- 
duce much glory to his own name,much 
complacency and contentment to his 
deare Anointed, comfort to all good 
hearts, terror to hi enemies, leaſonable 


reliuaine to all inlolence and faction, re- 


vention of all Innovations, and laſtly 
hrm peace and ſettlement tothis Chinch 
and Common-wealth, and to all other 
his Majeſties Dominions ? Which God 
rant forthe ſake of the Son of his love, 


Jeſus Chriſt the righteous. Amen. Amen. 
F'I NB 


